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could it only have been otherwise so extensive an intrusion g 1y
valuable time would not have been ventured upon. While, therefg
seeking your forbearance on the score of time taken, an
consideration of the Memorandum is requested with a
adequate relief through an amendment to Schedule | of Ministry
Home Affairs Notification G.S.R. 991 dated 13th July 1962 by ¢
inclusion of persons of the Coorg race and Jamma holders an

the exemptees in terms of item 4 of Schedule | to Rule 3
Indian Arms Rules 1951.

The Committee shall be grateful to know the date and hour
your convenience when a deputation of not more than
representatives of the affected can wait on you in New Delhi or o
place of your choice for a personal presentation of the case for

reinstatement of the right to arms of persons of the Coorg race ang
Jamma holders.

We are in communication with the deputationists nominated and
shall submit their names soon as we hear from you in advance of the
appointed day for the meeting.

Your faithfully,

C.M. Bhimaya

Secretary,

Committee for preservation of the right to arms of
persons of the Coorg race and Jamma holders.
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FORM -|
[See Clause (i)]

Form of Declaration to be furnished by every person of the
Coorg Race and Jamma Tenure Holder in Coorg District

" - e S—— { "—-.___‘__“N
1 Fullname and address
of the exemptee
— . .
2 No.and date of exemption
certificate.

3. (a) Whether he is a person
of Coorg Race.

(b) Whether he is a Jamma
holder in Tenure Coorg District.

4. (a) Description of Arms possessed.

(i) Type of weapon
(i) Make

(fif) Number

(iv) Bore

(v) Other identifying marks.

(b) Description of Ammunition.

9. Remarks.

—

I hereby declare that the above

particulars are true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.

Place:

Date: e .
Signature of the exemptee
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FORM-II

[See clause (ii)]
Form of Declaration of Acquisition of Arms and Ammunition to be
fumished by every person of Coorg Race and Jamma Tenure Holder in Coorg
in respect of Arms and Ammunition acquired after the First Declaration.

1. Fullname and address
of the exemptee.

2. (@) Whetherheis aperson
of Coorg Race.

(b) Whetherheisa
Jamma Tenure
Holder in Coorg District.

3. Number and date of
exemption certificate.

4. (a) Description of Arms

possessed under certificate
referred to in Col. 3.

(i) Type of Weapon
(i) Make.
(1i) Bore.

(iv) Other identifying marks.

(b) Quantity and description of
ammunition in possession.
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5. (a) Description of Arms
acquired after the
registration referred
toinCol.3

(i)  Typeofweapon
(i)  Make.
(iii) Bore.

(iv) Otheridentifying marks.

(b) Remarks

| hereby declare that the above particulars are true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.

Place:
Date:

.............................................

Signature of the exemptee.
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FORM -

[See clause (iil)]

Report of change of Residence of a Member of Coorg Race of
Jamma Tenure Holdet in possession of Arms/ Ammunition in respect

of which he is exempted

To
The Officer in charge of

b ettt et Attt e e R E A A RS A R AR AR R A SRS sonof ... ... wWha

is an exemptee in respect of ... have changed my

residence from..........o and have been residing at the

| produce herewith Form | duly filled up and the arms and ammunition
mentioned therein for registration.

(SIGRALUM) ... oo,
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FORM -V

[See clause (iv)]
Form of Annual Statistical Information about the different
descriptions of Arms and Ammunition to be furnished by every person
at Coorg Race and Jamma Tenure Holder in Coorg District.

1. Fuil Name and address
of the exemptee.

2 (a) Description of each
weapon with details
including Type, Make, bore
and other identifying marks

(b) Number and date of
exemption certificate.

3.  Place of Registration that is
Police Siation.

4 Quantity and description of
each kind of ammunition

Possessed at the Purchased during Used during Balanceatthe

it e year theyear end of the year
| her .
€Dy declare that the above particulars are true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.
Place:
%‘_ .............................................

Signature of the exemptee.
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FORM -V

[See clause (v)]

Form of Additional Statistical Information regarding the acquisition of Arms
and Ammunition after Rendering Annual Statistical Information to be furnished

by every person of the Coorg and Jamma Tenure Holder in Coorg District.

1.

Full Name and address
of Exemptee.

(a) Description of each weapon

acquired with details including
type, Make, Bore and other

identifying marks.

(b) Number and date of
exemption certificate.

Place of Registration that is
Police Station.

Quantity and Description of
each kind of ammunition acquired.

| hereby declare that the above particulars are true and accurate to the

best of my knowledge.

Place:
Date;

........................................

Signature of the exemptee.

[No. HD 232 PAA69)

By Order and in the name of the Governor of Mysore.

N. LAKSHMAN RAU,

Secretary to Government, Home Department.

41
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VL

18-12-

fication given by the Additional Secretary of
Clan

¢ Karnataka, Home Departmem,
Goverl:r“::::hz . jetter No. A3. ARM.1744/76-77 dateq

No. HD.44 KAA.??

Kamataka Govermment
Secretariat Vidhana Soudha,

Bangalore Dated 5-7-78

From

The Additional Secretary to Government of Karnataka,
Home Department, Bangalore.,

To
The District Magistrate,
Kodagu District, Madikeri.

Sir

Sub:- Grant of exemption Certificates clarification regarding

With reference to your letter NO.A3. ARM.1744/76-77 dated

1 . :
976 on the above subject, | am directed to state as under-

Scanned with CamScanner



(b)

(c)

other Jamma Tenure holder in Coorg is exempted from the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of the Arms Act in respect of
Arms and Ammunitions except the categories coming under
items | and Il of schedule | of Arms Rules 1962. Section 3
and 4 of Arms Act relate to the requirement of Licence for,
possession of firearms. The condition prescribed in the
above mentioned notification is that the arms and
ammunitions carries or possessed by any person so
exempted. While residing or travelling outside the District of
Kodagu shall not exceed one Rifle with 100 rounds of Am-
munition for the same and one smooth Bore Breech or
Muzzle loading Gun with 500 cartridges or the equivalant in
lead on shot and gun powder. This condition restricts the
number of arms and ammunition that may be carried or
possessed by the exemptees while residing or within the
District there seems to be no restriction to the number of
weapons that may be possessed by them.

In the circumstances explained above, there is no objection
to grant exemption certificate to the exemptees to possess
Revolvers and Pistols of Non-prohibited bore so long as the
exemptees are residing with in Kodagu District while they
are travelling or residing outside Kodagu District they are
not entitled to possess Revolvers and Pistols.

According to category 1(c) of Schedule 1 to the Arms Rules
the following are the prohibited bores.

Belt action or semi-automatic rifles of 303" or 7.62mm bore
or any other bore which can chamber and fire service
ammunition of 303" or 7.62mm Caliber muskets of 410
musket ammunition, pistols, revolvers or carbines of any bore
which can chamber and fire .380" or .455" immed Cartridges
or Service 9mm or .45" rimless cartridges.
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(d) 30 Rifle and 30 Carbine come under the category 1(p,

(e)

schedule |. Rifles of 303 bore come under category 1(g .
schedule |. The exemption allowed by the Governmens
India Is not applicable to the categories of Armg cormng
under the category | of Schedule |. Therefore, you cammes
issue exemption certificate to person of Kodagu race are
Jamma Tennure holder in respect of these weapons

There are no restrictions to possess more than two weagors
to the exemptees who are residing within Kodagu Csstrict

Yours fathfully
Sd/- S.S.Banvalikarure
Under Secretary to Government

Home Department
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vil. KODAVA & HIS GUN

STAR OF MYSORE SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2012

Kodavas of Kodagu always lived in the rain forests of Kodagu
with rolling verdant mountains and valleys of paddy fields. Being a
highland of thick forests, it was also a place of habitation for wild
animals like tigers, elephants, bisons, cheetah, deer, antlers, wild boars
etc., that often destroyed their agricultural crops. These animals were
also a danger to their life. Thus, to protect themselves from these
wild animals as also to protect their agricultural crops, Coorgs always
bore weapons ranging from swords, knives, daggers to guns. Since
these are the weapons of self defence, they began to worship these
weapons, including the gun, ever since it was invented some time
towards the end of 15th century. Which means, Coorgs have been
using and worshipping guns for the last over 400 years as part of
their religious rituals.

Kodavas of Kodagu have acquired and inherited the rights to
possess and retain Arms and Ammunition without obtaining the Arms
Licence from time immemorial. the Immemorial right of persons of
Kodava (Coorg) Race and the Jamma tenure holders to acquire,
possess and carry arms was protected and prescribed over the ages.
The Hukumnama No. 19 of Veerarajendra Wadiyar who ruled over
Coorg between 1788 and 1809 has to be referred to. It enjoined on
his armed subjects that on a behest from the ruler each person should
proceed post-haste to the palace fully armed.

The Lingayat Raja who had the full trust on the Kodavas and they
were continuously armed, whether in the field or at home without any
 restrictions. The Jamma Tenure holders in Kodagu are not only

45
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Wg&mc%‘as% Gowdas. Gollas.

Kodavas, but there are
ng Jenu kurubas

Peggades. Scheduled Castes Bunts a
The Arms Act was ntroduced for the first ime in the year 1860

as commonly called Disarming Act The then Chief
Mark Cubbon got a notification

which w

CocwnissnonerofCoorg,General

ring as that of the Hukumnama in as much
honour, loyalty and intrepidity characteristic of this littie nation of
warriors” meaning under the Arms Act 1959 3 Kodava by race and
Jamma Tenureholderandassum&sexemptedfrommeoperaﬁons
of Sec. 13 to 15 of the Arms Act.

Even under the schedule of the Arms Act 1959, every person of
Coorg (Kodava) by race and every Jamma Tenure Holder in Coorg
(Kodagu), the Arms & Ammunition carried or possessed by any person
here in exempted whilst residing or travelling outside the district of
Coorg (Kodagu) shall not exceed one Rifle with 100 rounds of
ammunition for the same and one smooth bore breech or muzzie

loading gun with 500 cartridges or the equivalent or in leaden short

and gun power.
Further a reference has to be made to the notifications dated
6.7.1963 as well as 26.12.1966. Under the circumstances, what ever
privileges we have got have to be protected in the larger interest of
the Kodavas. This privilege is not of 50 or 60 years, but it is much
more than 500 years, when the Arms Act was unknown to India.
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The gunis an inseparable component of the culture of Kodavas.
T.P. Vijay, a scholar of Mangalore University, had said that Lingarajendra

Wadiyar, a Kodagu Raja had also permitted the Kodavas to possess
and retain weapons in every household.

Guns are revered and play a very important role in the Kodava
culture. At births, deaths and housewarming ceremonies, gun shots
are fired in the air to announce the event. At the Kodava festivities
such as Kailpodu, Hutri gun shots are fired in the air. At Kailpodu
arms are worshipped by performing Ayudha Puja. It is also customary
that many worship the weapons as a daily ritual.

It is a strong belief that the guns represent our ancestors and
Kodavas being ancestor worshippers cannot be denied of this
privilege. It is most important to note that the privilege given to a
Kodava has never been misused i.e., the guns are not used in any
sort of crime. For this | rely on a write up (Viewpoint) of C.M.
Ramachandra who had written in Deccan Herald news daily on
2.6.2007. This further clarifies that a Kodava has never misused the
weapon under any circumstances.

In our country, the election for the Legislature, Parliament, Local
Bodies etc. will be held once in five years or some times more often.
At that time the licence holders will be directed to deposit their
weapons in the jurisdictional Police Stations etc. But the Election
Commission of India had exempted the Kodavas from depositing
the weapons. Whenever notices were issued to deposit the weapons,
| used to make an application to the District Magistrate, Belgaum, to
exempt me from depositing my weapons since | wanted the weapons
for my daily pujas or to worship them daily. Accordingly, the District
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Magistrate has always exempted me from depositing the weapong |
have even approached the Government of Karnataka for a permanen,
exemption. It was not granted but | was advised to file the requireq
applications whenever notifications are published to deposit the
weapons since there is no such provision under the Arms Act or Rules
to permanently exempt depositing the weapons. The Right to possess
weapons given to a Kodava by birth has to be protected at any cost.

The Government officials posted in Kodagu District, specially

the forest officials, without applying their mind pass erratic orders to
cancel the exemption granted to the Kodavas or Jamma Tenure

Holders of Kodagu.

Hence | request every Kodava whether he is in Kodagu or not as
well as every Jamma Tenure holder to fight for the noble cause of
preserving our rights to possess Arms and Ammunitions which we
have inherited from our forefathers, old Lingayat Rajas of Kodagu
and the British Rulers as well as our Government after 1947 i.e. after
Independence and we should see that this right, rightly devolves upon
our successors (children, grandchildren etc.), Hence | request
Kodavas to protect the rights bestowed upon us.

A Kodava can own/possess any number of weapons within
Kodagu district but if he wants to carry it and possess it outside the
Kodagu district, he/she can do it only by obtaining the exemption
certificate from the District Magistrate, Kodagu. He or She can take
only two weapons.

A Kodava or a Jamma tenure holder can possess one rifle with
100 rounds of ammunition and one smooth bore breech or muzzle
loading gun with 500 cartridges or the equivalent or in leaden short
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and gun powder. That is to say outside Kodagu one can possess
only two weapons with an exemption certificate. Such a person shall

also inform the jurisdictional Police about his/her possessing a
weapon/weapons.

There are instances that Kodavas or Jamma tenure holders have
obtained arms licence when they have gone out of Kodagu to possess
weapons. It could be that it has happened due to ignorance of the
exemption granted to a Kodava under the Arms Act or the individual
found obtaining the gun licence is more easier than obtaining the
exemption certificate due to the distance or other constraints. But
the accrued right of a Kodava is not taken away when he/she has
obtained the gun licence. His/her rights to possess a weapon without
licence always prevails and he/she can possess other weapons even
if he/she has taken a licence once.

Lastly, it is pertinent to note that the Kodava child inherits the gun
by birth unlike others. If the licence holder under The Indian Arms Act
a Non Kodava - dies, the son or the legal heir automatically cannot
inherit the property "The Gun". He gets the right over the gun if he
obtains a fresh licence in his name. The automatic succession to the
weapon "Gun" is there only for a Kodava by race i.e., by bithandto a
Jamma tenure holder as an exemptee. Not only that, if a licence holder
dies, the gun shall have to be deposited in the jurisdictional Police
Station which is not applicable to a Kodava.
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